
 Goldenrod Community Garden (GCG) 

 Minutes 
 Special General Meeting of 10 August 2023, 7:00 pm 
 Parkdale-Bullman Community Garden 
 Loca�on: Virtual 

 Purpose: The Board of Directors called this mee�ng to review a proposal and hold a vote on the 
 following ques�on:  “Do you support the GCG in entering  into an agreement with Richcra� (Bullman) 
 Inc. to accept responsibility for the opera�on of a temporary community garden at Parkdale and 
 Bullman?” 

 A�endees: Alexandre P-W; Andrew M; Barbara S, Carmela G; Diane M; Kamal A; Kathleen; Linda B; 
 Parminder Di; Sara C-W. 
 Regrets: Dietrich S (President), Tanya S (Treasurer) 

 Guest: Kevin Yemm, Vice President - Land Development - Investment Por�olio, Richcra� 

 Item 

 1  Take a�endance 
 Sara C-W, Mee�ng Chair, verified that all par�cipants are plot-holders or Friends of the 
 Garden as they are the only people allowed to vote. 

 10 members present.  With the 13 votes that arrived by proxy, quorum was met. 

 2  Welcome of new board members and special guests 
 Two new Board members introduced themselves (Diane and Parminder) as well as Kevin 
 Yemm, Vice President - Land Development - Investment Por�olio at Richcra� who was invited 
 to answer ques�ons concerning the setup of a temporary community garden on their vacant 
 land. 

 3  The purpose of the mee�ng 
 To review and vote on whether or not GCG should take on opera�on of the proposed 
 temporary garden at Parkdale and Bullman (as per GCG Bylaw 6.1). This Bylaw s�pulates that 
 decisions on projects that significantly alter the structural design of the organiza�on must be 
 approved at an annual general mee�ng or a special mee�ng of Members. 

 4  Review the proposal 
 Kevin explained that Richcra� plans to demolish two buildings on Parkdale that will add to 
 two parcels of adjacent land. There is no �meline for the development of this project so they 
 will be se�ng up a community garden on the vacant land for the few years it will take to 
 ini�ate the project. 



 Details of the proposal can be found in the document made available to members in advance 
 of the mee�ng and summarized in the slide presenta�on shared at the mee�ng, copied at 
 the bo�om of this document. 

 5  Ques�on period – answered by Kevin Yemm 
 Q:  Will GCG build the new garden? 
 A: GCG would like the plots to be the same size, however, Richcra� will determine the size of 
 the plots; they will be made of metal or wood, depending on cost and which method is the 
 best. If metal, the plots could be repurposed once the garden closes. 

 Q: There’s high foot traffic on Parkdale: will the garden be fenced in? 
 A:  It will be fenced in. There are three gates in the current design, to be amended based on 
 GCG’s Board of Directors input who also prefer that the shed be locked up. The gates can be 
 locked, if the Board wants it. 

 Q: Will there be a single tap on the property? 
 A: Water will be provided by the city and a water bill will be received every month. Richcra� 
 will coordinate with the city to shut the water in the fall and turn it on in the spring. Richcra� 
 will provide regular maintenance inspec�on. The tap will likely be near where the shed is 
 located in the plans. 

 Q: Will there be collec�on of rain water? 
 A: Good idea.  Richcra� will look into the possibility of gathering rainwater from their 
 neighbouring proper�es. Not sure if eavestroughs can be re-routed to rain barrels. 

 Q: Will trees currently on site be cut down? 
 A: Richcra� does not have permission/permit to remove trees except for a large one that is 
 dead. Although it provides habitat for animals, it will be removed during construc�on to 
 ensure branches don’t fall on people. 

 Q: If wood is selected to build the plots, can we ensure it’s not pressure treated? 
 A: Care will be taken to avoid unsafe material and adhere to the city’s regula�ons. 

 Q: Is there a risk that the plots might not be rented due to lack of interest? 
 A: GCG informed that they always had a healthy wai�ng list. Any unrented plots will be 
 offered to current gardeners who might wish to rent a second plot. Jeff Leiper offered to 
 adver�se this garden in his Kitchissippi communica�ons. We might also have more 
 low-income members due to it being more accessible. 

 One par�cipant thanked Kevin for Richcra�’s willingness to preserve the trees on site and for 
 se�ng up this garden: she o�en passes by Parkdale Food Centre’s Mino’Weesini store and 
 no�ced the line-ups and applauds efforts to assist. 

 Kevin le� the mee�ng before the vote. 
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 6  Vote 
 All plot-holders and Friends of the Garden were encouraged to vote and share their thoughts 
 on this proposal. Vote by proxy was available to people unable to a�end this mee�ng. 

 In favour of GCG entering into an agreement to operate the Bullman garden: 
 •  12 by proxy, 9 in person 

 Against GCG partnering with Richcra� for the opera�on of the Bullman garden: 
 •  1 by proxy, no objec�on from the mee�ng par�cipants. 

 Based on the votes received, the proposal is passed. 

 7  Adjournment 

 Minutes of Special Mee�ng – 10 August 2023  Page  3  of  8 



 Slide presenta�on shared at this mee�ng 
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