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A.  Name and Location 

The name of the garden is: Goldenrod Community Garden.  

The Garden is located north of Tunney’s Pasture near Parkdale Ave, at the corner of 
the Sir John A. MacDonald off-ramp and Goldenrod Drive. 

 

B.  Membership 
1. Qualifications. Any adult in Kitchissippi may become a member, provided their 

membership has not been previously revoked. 
2. Joining. Prospective members may apply at the beginning of the season 

(spring). Plots will be assigned to returning members in good standing first, 
followed by other applicants on the waiting list. 

3. No-plot Members (also known as Friends of the Garden). No-plot 
memberships will be available for a fee which is determined by the Board.  No-
plot members will not be assigned a garden plot but will be able to sit on the 
Goldenrod Board, participate in Garden activities, and support the Goldenrod 
Garden in other ways. The stipulation that members reside in Kitchissippi does 
not apply to No-Plot members. 

4. Requirements. At the beginning of each season, members must sign a 
membership agreement, attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM), pay annual 
fees, and respect and adhere to the Bylaws and Rules. 

5. Benefits. Members will be assigned a garden plot, have a vote in Garden 
matters, including the election of the Board of Directors, and will have the 
opportunity to participate in other Garden-related activities. 

6. Member in Good Standing. Any member who is registered, pays their annual 
fee on time, and adheres to the Bylaws and the Rules is considered a member 
in good standing, with full membership rights. 

7. Volunteering. Members are also responsible for helping the Goldenrod 
Community Garden operate and are required to volunteer for a certain number 
of hours each season. This will be determined by the Board of Directors at the 
beginning of each season. 

 

C.  Board of Directors 
1. Configuration. The Board is elected for a term of one year and shall include, at 

a minimum, a President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Registrar, to be elected by 
the Board at the first meeting following the AGM. Those positions could be 
shared at the discretion of the Board. There will be a maximum of 9 directors 



elected to the Board each year. Serving on the Board is a volunteer activity, 
there is no compensation. 

2. Qualifications. Any member in good standing may be elected to the Board of 
Directors.  

3. Elections Officer. An Elections Officer will be appointed by the Board of 
Directors in advance of the AGM. The Elections Officer must be a member in 
good standing and cannot stand for election. The duties of the Elections Officer 
are to plan the election, work with the Secretary to ensure that all required 
notices to the membership are published, ensure that the rules are followed, 
certify the nominations, count the vote and announce the elected directors. 

4. Nominations. Members may be nominated or may nominate themselves. There 
is no limit on the number of nominations. Nominations close at the AGM 
following a last call for nominations by the Elections Officer. The Elections 
Officer and Secretary will ensure that information and a short biography / 
platform about all nominated candidates that is received at least 7 days in 
advance of the AGM is provided to membership. 

5. Election. Members vote at the Annual General Meeting, or by secure electronic 
voting with the election closing 48 hours after the AGM. Ballots will list all of the 
nominees and voters will be instructed to choose nine candidates. The nine 
candidates who receive the highest number of the votes are elected to the 
Board. Should 9 or fewer candidates be nominated by the close of nominations, 
the Elections Officer will declare those candidates elected and a vote will not be 
held. 

6. Accessible Voting When deemed necessary by the Elections Officer due to 
public health measures or to ensure accessibility, Secure Electronic voting or 
other means of voting as determined by the Elections Officer  may be used in 
addition to or in place of in person voting. Voting must be available to members 
at the AGM, and no electronic ballots may be accepted 48 hours after polls 
close at the AGM. 

7. Quorum. Should the number of Board members fall below four, an election will 
be held at the next membership meeting, provided there is two weeks advance 
notification of the election. Any member in good standing can nominate 
themselves or another member in good standing.  

8. Meetings. Board meetings will be held as necessary. Minutes of these meetings 
will be posted online and presented at the following membership meeting. 

9. Duties. The roles and responsibilities of each Board member are outlined in a 
separate document. 

 

D.  Governance 



1. Garden Rules. The Garden Rules, as set forth in a separate document, are 
integral to the operation of the Garden. Together, the Bylaws and the Rules 
constitute a comprehensive understanding of the core structure and operations 
of the Garden. 

2. Penalties. Failure to adhere to the Bylaws or the Rules, or engaging in any 
behavior that is disruptive or abusive to the wellbeing of the Garden, its 
members, or the public, will result in a warning. A second warning will result in 
probation. During the probation period, the member will not have voting rights 
and may be further limited in Garden participation, depending upon the terms of 
the probation, which shall be set forth by the Board. 

3. Hardship allowances. The Board may offer allowances on member fees or 
responsibilities in situations of hardship or other exceptional circumstances. 

4. Revocation. Revoking membership is solely the determination and 
responsibility of the Board, and does not require a vote by the membership. The 
Board may revoke membership immediately if the member: 
a.   violates the terms of their probation. 
b.   participates in unlawful activity in the Garden. 
c.   poses a threat to the safety and security of the Garden or those in it. 
d.   is disruptive or abusive to the wellbeing of the Garden, its members, or the 
public. 
e.   does not plant anything in their assigned plot for a season. 
 
When a membership is revoked, the garden plot is returned to the list of available 
plots to be distributed by the Registrar to the next available gardener on the waitlist. 
Registration fees will not be returned to a gardener with a revoked membership. 

5.  Appeals. Anyone whose membership is revoked may request an appeal hearing 
from the membership. The member must request an appeal hearing at a 
membership meeting, giving the Board notice two weeks prior to the meeting. Voting 
may be by proxy. If voted affirmatively, the member may present their case for 
reinstatement at the following membership meeting. If 51% or more of the members 
present vote affirmatively, the member will be reinstated with a probation period of 
two years. There may only be one appeal for reinstatement, with the vote of the 
membership to stand thereafter. Votes for appeals may not be made by proxy. No 
appeal is possible if a membership has been revoked due to damaging garden 
property or causing harm to someone in the Garden. 

6. Conflicts. If members have conflicts with each other that cannot be mutually 
resolved, the Board will intervene to determine the best resolution. 

 



7.  Voting. Each member in good standing may cast one vote. For the purposes of 
voting, there is one vote per member agreement. Members will be informed of all 
voting sessions at least two weeks in advance. The voting schedule is as follows: 
a. Amendments to, or approval of, the Bylaws may be voted on at membership 

meetings throughout the year. 
b. The Board of Directors will be voted in at the Annual General Meeting. 
c. The general operating budget will be voted on at the first membership meeting 

following the Annual General Meeting. 
d. All other kinds of business will be voted on at membership meetings. 
e. A quorum of 10 members is required to vote at AGM and other membership 

meetings. 
 

8.  Decision Making. At a minimum, amendments to the Bylaws or Rules, or projects 
that alter the structural design of the Garden, will require a discussion and vote by 
the membership. Notice of such a vote will be made to membership two weeks in 
advance. Discussion at membership meetings will continue until there is a motion 
passed to close the discussion and vote. If the proposal does not pass, it may be 
reintroduced after a four-month waiting period. From the introduction of the proposal 
to the voting, the time shall not be less than three membership meetings to allow the 
fullest consideration and discussion by the membership. In time-sensitive situations, 
the Board may make interim decisions until such time as the issue may be brought 
to a membership vote. Other issues may be raised at membership meetings and 
may be voted on immediately, provided they do not require a revision to the budget 
or a structural change in the Garden. 

 
E. Committees 
1. Formation. Committees, work groups, task forces, or other titled groups, collectively 

referred to herein as “committees,” may be convened as necessary for issues, 
projects, or ongoing operations. Such committees must declare themselves at a 
membership meeting, present a mission statement that adheres to the Bylaws and 
Rules, and be approved by the Board. 

2. Participation. Any member in good standing may join any committee. There is no 
limit to the number of members that may serve on a committee and no limit to the 
number of committees on which a member may serve. 

3.  Reporting. All committee activities will be reported on at membership meetings. 

 

F. Indemnification 
All members agree to indemnify and hold harmless Just Food, the National Capital 
Commission, Public Works and Government Services Canada, and the Goldenrod 
Community Garden Board of Directors, and/or other garden members serving in a 



volunteer capacity from and against all claims, losses, judgments, demands, and 
expenses, including reasonable attorneys’ fees arising out of, or in connection with 
activities, except to the extent that such claims result from wrongdoing. This 
indemnification includes, without limitation, claims resulting from loss, damage, or injury 
to persons or property. 

  

G. Events 

1. Official Events. Official events are those that are organized by the membership as a 
group. These events are posted on the Garden bulletin board, the website, and other 
related social media.  

2. Event Approval. For insurance purposes, all events must be reviewed and approved 
by the Board or Directors. 

 


